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popular and recegnised member Qf the
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«» UK Patent Application . GB ., 2183592 ..A

(43) Application published 10 Jun 1987

(21) Application No 8529441

(22) Date of filing 29 Nov 1985

{51) INTCL*
865D 25/00 5/40

(52) D¢
m 88D 1213197C7G 7M7P17PY SC1
Son & Company (Dublin) Limited, B8P AX
U1S 110611101111 B8D B8P
(incorporated in Irish Republic),

St. James’s Gate, Dublin 8, Republic of Ireland

{72) Inventors
Alan James Forage,
William John Byrne

(74) Agentand/or Address for Service

Urquhart-Dykes & Lord, 47 Marylebone Lane,

London W1M6DL

(56) Documents cited
GB 1266351

(58) Field of search
B8D

B8P
Selected US

(54) Carbonated beverage container
(57) Acontainer for a beverage having
gas [preferably atleast one of carbon
dioxide and inert (nitrogen) gases) in
solution consists of a non-resealable
container 1within which is located a
hollow secondary chamber 4, ega
polypropylene envelope, having a
restricted aperture 7in a side wall. The
container ischarged with the beverage 8
and sealed. Beverage from the main
chamber of the container enters the
chamber 4 (shown at 8a) by way of the
aperture 7 to provide headspaces 1ain
the container and 4a in the pod 4. Gas
within the headspaces 1aand daisat
greater than atmospheric pressure.
Preferably the beverage is drawn into
the chamber 4 by subjecting the package
toaheating and cooling cycle. Upon
opening the container 1, eg by draw
ring/region 13, the headspace Tais
vented to atmosphere and the pressure
differential resulting from the pressure
inthe chamber headspace 4a causes
gas/beverage to be ejected from the
chamber 4 (by way of the aperture 7) into
the beverage 8. Said ejection causes gas
tobeevolved from solutioninthe
beverage in the main container chamber
to form a head of froth on the beverage.
The chamber 4is preferably formed by
blow moulding and located below
beverage level by weighting itorasa
press fit within the container 1 by lugs 6
engaging the container walls, the
container being preferably a can, carton
or bottle. The chamber 4 may initially be
filled with gas, eg nitrogen, at or slightly
above atmospheric pressure, the orifice
being formed by laser boring, drilling or
punching immediately prior to locating
the chamber 4in the container 1
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Guinness can be
hard to swallow

THE PLASTIC device that pro-
duces the creamy head on cans of
draught Guinness may make the
stout hard to swallow.

AL least four drinkers have
found small rigid shards of plas-
tie in their beer.

‘ Sclentists at

inness_spent

gas into beer when a can is
opened. This enabled brewers re-
produce the traditional head of
| draught beers for the take-away
| market, revolutionising the in-
‘ dustry. The company launched

Draught Guinness a 1989, and it

is of the top six best selling cans,

grossing more than £45m a year
Bill Spears, public affairs di-

complaints since last month, but
he dismissed soggestions that
these complaints might indicate
same structu
Last Sunday, Bass fssued press
advertisements recalling cans of
| Worthington's Best Bitter follow-
ing the discovery of plastic by
thre drinkers. Bass has designed
its own widget, and a spokesaan
said that the plastic had been
canned by a faulty machine.
Guinness has taken o similar
steps 1o alert drinkers. Brian
Beankand,  company  secretary,

B;

im Kelsey

told one customer wh
shards of ylz\m for analy
ad launched

of what people may
think, we really do take [this evi-
dence] seriously and the frag-
meats will be, or are being exam-
ined ia a laboratory.” Mr
Beanland added that the com-
pany had o clear ides what was
causing the widgets to fracture
but that in mh case the beer had
been flat when

The said that be had decided not
1o refer the matter to external
fuod safety authorities because
the wummber of reported fractures
had been so small. “We have to
put this in the context of the mil-
lions of cans of which almost all
o dat pmdw

surn

© Guir
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bottom of

hen the ‘
erters the chamber |

which form the foas
head when hear

Gragnie: Ry Coopar | |

told hy doctors that the plastic
shards should net harm adalts.
“We are advised that the size of
the fragment would cause possi-
ble injury to children — but then
it is not a product that children
should be drinking."

Among those who have com-
plained to Guinness is 4 man who
has been referred to a hospital

specialist following fears that a
shard may have lodged in his
throat. Another woman found
plastic fragments in her mouth.
Tim Powlesland, quality in- a
quiry manager at the Park Royal
Brewery, north London, told one
customer that a general recall
ad been ruled out because
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Real costs of a screw-top WIdget

BREWING INDUSTRY interest
in the screw-top widget
launched by inventor
Bernard Frutin has been
tempered by questions

about real costs and con-

cern about the
potential of ‘draught’ beer
ina screw-top.

Mr Frutin’s manufac-
wring company Rocep
Pressure Packs is producing
prototypes of the Gismo, as
it is called. It consists of an
inscrt attached to the inside
of the closure, with a stain-
less ste h releases
a droplet of lw., pressure

says Rocep (Rocep Business  users will make savings and be
Park, Kings Inch Road, Dean
park, Renfrew, Scotland PA4
8XY - tel: 0141 88522

able to maintain basic brand
‘colour coding’ b

Gismo 1o existin

nitrogen saturated water into

$867464), and brewers have tles wit osures.
told PN that they see a huge  But som  is likely
potenual for the system that ¢ ch of 4 completely

would in any case
h pack design for
ting as much as

ing on production volumes,
unit cost of the Gismo could be
cen 10p and 20p, says the
company. Work is currently
underway with brewers and  co
their suppliers to develop an

There may be initial ¢
nce to the ide
in a screw-top

new product

ance.

1, Whitbread
draught’ Murphy’s in
y '95) and Bass

say brewers, requiring
iderable marketing exper
tise and cffort for 3 product

nal brewers have

and closing system

ald be fitted into exist hat the screwtop can

og lines.

2 positive point of
Production of the Gismo is
expected 1o start in carly 1996, hopes that

© company
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